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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Fellow Members of the American Association of Teachers of 
Spanish: 

Since the proceedings of the First Annual Meeting are known 
to you through the publication thereof in Hispania, I will not re- 
hearse them here, but limit my report to events which have occurred 
during the year. 

The Association directed the secretary to send a telegram of 
greeting and gratitude to Mr. J. C. Cebrian of San Francisco and 
a letter of the same import to Mr. Archer M. Huntington of New 
York. Both of these gentlemen are Honorary Presidents of our 
Association and to them we owe a debt of gratitude for assisting us 
to found the Association. 

Mr. Cebrian replied by telegraph. . But Mr. Huntington, being 
in Europe engaged in work connected with the war, did not receive 
the letter. The Secretary therefore took occasion last week to 
write Mr. Huntington a special invitation to attend this meeting 
and to reiterate the expression of gratitude which we feel toward 
him. Mr. Huntington replied as follows : 

"Dear Dr. Co ester: 

"I am most appreciative of your letter and hasten to assure you 
that nothing could be more welcome to me than the knowledge that 
your organization, The American Association of Teachers of Span- 
ish, ends the year upon a sound financial basis which assures the 
continuance of your admirable publication, Hispania. 

"It is obvious that such a publication, which in form, editorship 
and influence marks a step forward in the development of its field, 
has met with a well-deserved response to an altruistic endeavor of 
high order and, at the same time, I send you my hearty congratula- 
tions and best hopes for the future. 

"I regret very much that other engagements will make it impos- 
sible for me to be present at the annual meeting, which otherwise I 
should have greatly liked to attend. 

"Yours very sincerely, 

"Archer M. Huntington." 
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The Secretary's efforts for the Association during the year have 
been chiefly concerned with increasing the membership. At the time 
of the first annual meeting we numbered 379 members on an annual 
basis and twelve life members. About 300 more persons had sent 
in cards of application, but had not paid their dues. It was neces- 
sary to call on them to meet their obligation and also to seek new 
members by an active canvass. The spring campaign was followed 
by another this autumn. Counting the circulars now in the mails, 
about 3000 have been sent out to persons known to be interested in 
the teaching of Spanish. As a result exactly 696 members paid 
dues for the year 1918. About 100 more have joined us for 1919. 
With fifteen life members we now number more than 800. 

We ought to have at least one thousand members. Therefore 
let us inaugurate right here a Thousand-Member Drive. Let each 
active member make a pledge to secure one new member. Surely 
each one of us knows somebody who ought to join. 

The names of the new life members, not previously published, 
are Professor Frank Dean Tubbs, of Lewiston, Me., and Dr. Erwin 
W. Roessler, of the High School of Commerce, New York City. 
All our life members are men. I say this to call the attention of 
the ladies to the splendid opportunity that is knocking at the door. 
I often wonder who will be the first lady in the land to become a 
life member of the Association. 1 

To interest our members and to secure others we are planning 
two extra numbers of Hispania in addition to those called for by 
the constitution. With six numbers, published about the first of 
February, March, May, October; November, and December, His- 
pania will be almost a monthly during the scholastic year. Just 
how we can afford to do this with a membership of 800, you will 
see more clearly from the financial report. 2 

Receipts for the year : Balance December 29, 1917 $1042.40 

Dues to December 26, 1918 1284.15 

Advertising and sales of Hispania 551.77 

Expenditures: $2878.32 

Printing Hispania and miscellaneous expenses of 

officers 1700.04 

Balance $1178.28 

'At the close of the business meeting Mrs. Charlotte Brewster Jordan 
seized the opportunity and joined the Association as a life member. 

2 The Treasurer's accounts were audited in detail by a committee com- 
posed of J. J. Arnao and A. Easy, and reported correct. 
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You note the big item in the receipts, $551.77 for advertising 
from Hispania. This is due to the indefatigable efforts of the ad- 
vertising manager. In the name of you all I pay my respects to Dr. 
Roessler. To his efforts during the past year, and the coming year, 
our two extra numbers of Hispania will be due. 

But you must second his efforts by securing new members and 
by helping to keep all the old members. In closing, I call upon all 
to work in the Thousand-Member Drive. 

Alfred Coester, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 



